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Ultrasound screening program for detection of fetal malformations. Fast and current Status.
M. S.Ramzin, M.J.Hinseimann, F.Allemann, S.Napflin Dept.of Obstetrics and Gynecology University of Basle/ Switzerland
In the period 1970 to 1980 over 3O.OOO patients were examined. The total number of examinations was more than 1O.OOO, which comes to an average of 3.000 with 11.OOO examinations per year.
The indicence of fetal malformations detected by ultrasound screening program until 1979 was 2-3/1.OOO deliveries. In the last 2 years the rate of detected fetal abnormalities and malformations has increased to 5-6/1.OOO deliveries. The rate of positive and suspicious findings in the first half of pregnancy was constant between 197O and 1979 at approximately 5O%. It has to be stressed that the accuracy of ultrasound diagnosis was higher with screening in both, second and third trimester of pregnancy. The failure rate varied between 0-25% of all malformated fetuses. The rate of "undetectable" cases decreased from 50% in 1970, to 40% in 1975 and 7% in 1980 . It is too early to make any conclusions whether the significant increase in 198O was due to better screening methods and apparatus. Until now, there were no termination of pregnancy because of false positive findings (abnormal ultrasound findings with normal pregnancy outcome).
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